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FROM THE BENCH – Winter 2018 NEWSLETTER 

Betty Milhoan (84) passed November 24, 2017.  Betty probably knew the 

history of people and places of Meigs County and surrounding area 

better than anyone.  It was a real treat to visit Betty and hear the stories 

she loved to relate; you didn’t visit unless you had a few hours to spare, 

but you went away feeling thoroughly entertained and informed, glad 

you went!  Her wealth of knowledge and having her as a resource will be 

sorely missed.  Too bad we don’t have all of it recorded for easy access 

and for future generations!  Late in her life she became home-bound, but 

she still was active in making phone calls to her friends and neighbors 

requesting donations, pies, etc. for CSHA dinners and auctions. 

Roy Grueser (90) passed December 10, 2017.  Roy is best remembered in 

the community for numerous activities, mostly centered around working 

with “wood”.  He owned and/or operated a sawmill and pallet company 

in Rocksprings for 44 years.  Probably his favorite hobby was making vari-

ous objects of wood he had a tie to, on his lathe and other wood-working 

tools.  The CSHA was a recipient of many items (especially bowls) he 

made to be raffled or auctioned as fund-raisers.  Roy was also a generous 

contributor financially to CSHA and supported the various activities of 

our organization with his attendance. 

Patricia Holter (86) passed January 8, 2018.  The day of her memorial ser-

vice was very cold and snowy which prevented many CSHA members and 

friends in the community from attending, outside of immediate family.  

(continued on page 2) 

Dear Members, 

Since the last Newsletter, the CSHA has lost five charter members of the 

organization; each contributed, in their own individualized way, to the up-

start and success of our historical group, so it is fitting that we recognize 

them here. 

Jean Wolfe (82) passed away August 30, 2017 and almost three months 

later her husband Howard Wolfe (87) passed on November 21, 2017.  Alt-

hough they resided in Belpre and were members of that community’s his-

torical society, this couple was instrumental in the early organization of 

CSHA and were physically active in the restoration work of the buildings.  

Howard constructed a scale model of the Courthouse which can be assem-

bled / disassembled on a trailer and transported to exhibitions and various 

venues. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

A tribute to Pat was delivered during that service by a 

member of the CSHA; since those who could not 

attend didn’t hear it, it is repeated here as a continu-

ing tribute: 

During the late 1950’s and early 60’s I was an elemen-

tary student at Chester School.  Morning and late 

afternoon, Monday through Friday, 9 months of the 

year, I rode the bus (Charly Bissell’s) which passed 

through Chester from and to State Route 7.  Along 

that route, we passed by a peculiar little hill in town 

that had two brick buildings built atop it; the one on 

the left was dilapidated, roof failing, windows broken 

out, trees, brush and briars growing around it, and it 

looked quite scary or spooky to me.  I would wonder 

what it’s purpose had been, and why didn’t someone 

just tear it down, or fix it up to be useful.  The other 

building on the right looked to have been used spar-

ingly, and was not particularly attractive either; I knew 

that my father had monthly masonic lodge meetings 

there on the top floor, and that the outside stairway 

to the top floor looked rather precarious!  But as a 

youngster I really had no idea what was the original 

purpose for those two buildings. 

Maybe it was about this time period or soon after that 

Pat Holter likewise wondered about these buildings, 

the Courthouse in particular, the building on the left, 

and what would become of them.  Being a member of 

the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) she 

knew the  history of the DAR assisting with earlier 

Courthouse repairs in 1926 and again some 25 years 

later.  By the 1990’s, the building was deteriorating 

badly as the roof was leaking and plaster on the walls 

was falling off.  Pat had a real concern about the sur-

vival of the building and obviously had a burning de-

sire that something should be done.  In 1995, Pat 

seized the opportunity to get something started.  The 

DAR was electing new officers for the year, and it 

seems they may have been having trouble getting 

enough willing people to fill the positions; 

so, Pat was asked to be Regent.  She agreed to accept the 

position, providing the DAR would initiate a program to 

restore the Chester Courthouse, to make it a useable facili-

ty and open to the public.  That was acceptable and Pat 

chose a Chairperson from the group for the project.  The 

SAR, Sons of the American Revolution was asked to join 

the project and a co-chair from that group was selected to 

assist (Mary Powell & Dale Colburn).  The Meigs County 

Commissioners gave their blessing (the buildings and sur-

rounding property are county property) providing the 

funds could be raised to pay for the project. 

Soon a town hall type meeting for the citizens of the com-

munity and county was held, and the fledgling group offi-

cially formed a non-profit organization, the Chester Shade 

Historical Association.  Funding for the project came from 

various avenues; grants from the state and other sources 

were applied for and received, donations came in from 

many organizations, businesses and citizens, and many 

volunteer manhours helped in getting awards of grants.  In 

total, over $300,000 was raised.  The first money received 

for the project came from the Chester Grade School stu-

dents as they saved, then contributed their pennies! 

The original plans and material specifications for building 

the Courthouse in 1822 were discovered in the Meigs 

County records; this enabled the building to be restored to 

its original look.  The only deviation was the installation of 

modern electrical supply and the heating / cooling system.  

The July 2001 Grand Opening celebrated the completion of 

the project and the building was opened to the public. 

The Chester Courthouse was used from 1823 to 1840 

when the county seat was moved to Pomeroy.  It today is 

the oldest standing Courthouse not just in Ohio, but in the 

Northwest Territory (5-state area). 

Building on the success of the Courthouse restoration, it 

was decided by the CSHA to refurbish the other building 

on the hill, the one on the right, the Academy, built in 

1840.  This project took place in 2001-2006; funding and 

support again was acquired as it was with the Courthouse, 

and many volunteer manhours were donated by numer-

ous locals and CSHA members.  The Academy opened to 

the public in June 2006. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Letter from the Bench cont.) 

Both the Courthouse and the Academy were placed on 

the National Register of Historic Places in June 1975.  To-

day the Courthouse houses a museum, and the Academy 

offers a place to research local history and genealogy, a 

public meeting room, and a meeting place for the local 

chapter of the D of A (Daughters of America). Both build-

ings are operated and maintained by the Chester Shade 

Historical Association, but remain the property of Meigs 

County. 

It no doubt seems that all I have said is not about Pat, 

but the buildings.  But the focus IS on Pat and the vision 

she had back in the mid-nineties, that led to a very suc-

cessful restoration, that led to the formation of the Ches-

ter Shade Historical Association, and that led to another 

restoration.  Without her fore-sight, organizational abil-

ity and perseverance, these buildings may still be in 

shambles today.  The Chester Community and the entire 

county can be proud of these preserved assets in our 

midst, and how they may and will be used to promote 

the history of the region in our schools and to the public. 

If you have never visited the Academy and/or Court-

house, I invite you to do so.  I believe Pat would love for 

you to do so.  Or, at the very least, when driving north on 

SR 7 from the Pomeroy-Five Points area toward Chester, 

and as you near Chester, look to the right and you will 

see two grand brick buildings on a hill.  Yes, they were 

built in the early 1800’s, but have been restored to their 

original splendor and are now monuments to the work 

and concern and memory of Pat Holter. 

Dan Will 

President, CSHA 

Camp Kiashuta was founded in 1935 and over 

the years has provided a true nature experience 

for boy and girl scouts. 

The Buckskin Council of the Boy Scouts of Ameri-

ca located in Huntington, West Virginia who own 

Camp Kiashuta here in Meigs county have put it 

up for sale. 

In an effort to keep the camp site here in Meigs 

County, Local efforts are being made to raise 

money to buy the site which consists of 125 acres 

and the cabin. 

Not wanting it to be bought and used for pur-

poses other than scouting and recreational ac-

tivities, an organization called the “Friends of 

Camp Kiashuta” has been formed to raise mon-

ey with which to purchase the acreage and 

cabin. 

An account for contributions has been estab-

lished at Farmers Bank in Pomeroy and residents 

are encouraged to give—a little or a lot. 

Saving Camp Kiashuta 

By Mary Powell 

An old article from  4-29-1928  Pomeroy Bend  paper 

ARMISTICE DECLARED IN FIGHT AT CHESTER 

Work on New High School Building to be Continued. 

POMEROY..April 25.-An armistice has been declared in 

the fight over the erection of the new high school build-

ing at Chester.  The principals in the move against the 

contractor and school board decided not to put up the 

bond to carry the case to a higher court. 

Thereupon the matter was dropped, and Contractor R. 

A. Miller was free to go ahead with the work and initial 

steps were taken yesterday. 

The controversy has created much feeling in the town-

ship, but is hoped that harmony may be restored and 

the former spirit of the public toward the schools will 

attain the enthusiasm and cooperation that led to car-

rying of the bond issue so overwhelmingly for the erec-

tion of the new building. 
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 Genealogy Wish List 

 

• Volunteers 

• Family Histories (We can make copies and bind them.) 

• Old family pictures (Identified at least by family) 

• Old obits and death notices 

• Old birth, marriage and divorce information 

• Old local newspapers 

• Old school pictures (identified, if possible) 

• Old or new year books 

• Lists of class graduates from area high schools 

• Old pictures, histories and locations of old schools 

• Old church records and histories 

• Old church pictures and locations 

• Old War records for veterans of all wars 

• Research materials for Meigs County and surrounding areas 

Volunteering 

Perhaps you have been considering becoming a volunteer 

and wonder what you might be able to do.  Here is a list of 

some things that volunteers can do: 

• Preparing food for meals 

• Serving meals 

• Cleaning 

• Cataloging materials 

• Making labels for books 

• Binding books 

• Working on obit books 

• Typing using Microsoft Word 

• Helping produce newsletters and brochures 

• Indexing obit books 

• Cataloging donated materials 

• Typing indexes using Microsoft Excel 

• Helping with events 

• Helping with yard sale 

• Helping with museum displays 

• Assist visitors 

 

This is only a partial list, but you get the idea. 

Genealogy Corner 

 

     Spring is coming.  Spring flowers are peeking up. Soon 
we will be able to tromp around cemeteries seeking our 
ancestors.   

     It is also time to plan for our next Genealogy Fair.  Last 
year attendance at the September GenFair was down, so 
this year we are going to ask for help from researchers.  If 
you have attended the GenFair in the past or would like to 
in the future, is there a month that would be better for 
you? The month of July is out for us because of our Festi-
val, but most of the rest of the months are good.  If you 
have preferences or suggestions please contact us some-
time soon at chestercourthouse@windstream.net.   

 

Third Grades Fieldtrips 

     Last fall we had groups of third graders from Eastern 
and Southern tour the Courthouse and Academy.  We 
have done this annually for all three county schools, but 
Meigs was not able to send a group this year.  We divide 
the classes into groups and each group is introduced to 
the history of the buildings and given a short genealogy 
lesson.  We gave the teachers a packet containing gene-
alogy crossword puzzles, word search puzzles and blank 
family trees to use in their classes.  The youngsters are 
always eager to share family stories and are a delight to 
speak to. 

 

Volunteers 

     Elsewhere in this newsletter there is a section about the loss 
of so many of our long-time members and volunteers.  Most of 
them had been involved from the beginning and they will be 
sorely missed. 

     Now we find that we need to find new volunteers to help with 
the many things that we do to keep the buildings open and to 
improve our offerings.  If you are local and are interested in vol-
unteering, we can find a job that matches your skills.  You can 
volunteer any amount of time-a few hours a week or a few days 
a month-your choice.  Please contact us at 740-985-9822 or the 
email address listed above.   

  

New Acquisitions 

    We now have many more obits, some old and some new, and 
some new family histories.  These are available to use any time 
we are open.   

 

Genealogy Quotes 

Genealogy is contagious but seldom fatal! 

Genealogy-Will I ever find time to mow the lawn again? 

Genealogists are time unravelers. 

Genealogist caught trying to chop down family tree! 

mailto:chestercourthouse@windstream.net
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Cat’s Meow Collectibles 

Chester Court House and Academy 

  We now have collectible wooden plaques from the 

Cat’s Meow in Wooster, OH.  The price is $25 each, 

CSHA members get a discount.  We only have a few 

left.  You can get them at the Chester Academy dur-

ing our open hours of Monday, Wednesday, Thurs-

day and Saturday, 10-4.  We will mail them with an 

extra charge for shipping and handling if you cannot 

pick them up. 

Chester Court House Academy 

What Will Be Left? 

By R. E. Enoch 

 

What will be left after I’m gone, 

To tell the world that I was even born? 

I’ve no book in the library under my name,  

No picture hangings in the sports hall of fame. 

 

An ordinary man, son, husband, and father was I, 

There wasn’t a big funeral when I died; 

I lived and produced, was a part of the scene, 

Made a difference, maybe more that it seemed; 

 

But what will be left, years after I’m gone? 

Just a small granite stone, with lettering worn. 

Don’t let it lie, in the grass on its face, 

Or be tossed about, the dead to disgrace. 

Keep it erect, though it really matters not where, 

For my memory lives on, as long as my stone is there. 

 

This poem was donated by Pam Schatz.  

___________________________________ 

Mural in Pomeroy, Ohio of  Industrial Era   

This picture goes with the “Flashes” article. 

Chester Memorabilia    

___________________________________    

Chester Court House Museum Memorabilia  
by             

Linda Blossser 

Back in the 1970’s when volunteers were 
getting ready to restore the Chester Court 
House, they found an original piece of Furniture 
inside the building. 

It was a nearly 6-foot-long wooden bench with 
slat seats, and carved arms.   

It was apparently used for seating during trials 
in the 1800’s. 

It now is located on the second floor of the mu-
seum for visitors to see.  We are open 10 am – 4 
pm, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Satur-
day. 

The Museum accepts donations of local and 
county historical significance to add to our 
collection.  
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Looking Back 

TIERS OF HISTORY 

  Lest we forget - 1819 to 2018 

By Charlene Hoeflich 

It was in 1819 - 199 years ago this month -  that the 

Ohio General Assembly formed Meigs County from 

portions of Athens and Gallia Counties.  

Some of the county's townships were already estab-

lished in parts of Athens and Gallia Counties at that 

time while others were organized when the county 

came into being. 

The  section of land designated as “Meigs County” was 

named for Return Jonathan Meigs, Jr. who served as 

territorial governor of the Northwest Territory. He was 

governor of Ohio when the county was formed. He lat-

er served as U.S. Postmaster General. 

The first settlement in the county was at Letart Falls, 

dating back to 1796. The first election was held in 

Meigs County in April, 1819. The first county seat was 

in Middleport but that site only served briefly before the 

center of county government was moved to Chester. 

The first courthouse - still standing and now serving as 

a museum – was the seat of Meigs County’s govern-

ment until 1841, at which time the seat was moved to 

Pomeroy. 

After operating from a building provided at no cost by 

pioneer Industrialist Valentine B. Horton, the county 

government moved into the current county courthouse 

in 1851. The courthouse was built at a cost of $5,000, 

and is distinctive for having ground-floor entrances on 

all three levels. Nathan Clark is believed to have been 

the first settler in Pomeroy, arriving here in 1816. The 

town was named for an early resident and business-

man, Samuel Wyllis Pomeroy. 

During the 1800's, thousands in Pomeroy made their 

living from mining coal. Pomeroy attained a population 

of 5,560 people in 1880, at which time most residents 

found employment in salt or coal mining. During the 

20th century, Pomeroy's economic situation deteriorat-

ed. Salt and coal mining declined dramatically, forcing 

many residents to move elsewhere to find employment. 

The first residents of what is now Middleport were Ben-

jamin Smith and his family, who moved to an area 

along the Ohio River on what is now First Avenue. 

  

Rutland was named for Rutland, Vt., and first settled by 

the families of Brewster and Joel Higley and Samuel Den-

ny around the turn of the 19th century. It was incorporated 

in 1912. 

Natives of Syracuse, N.Y. settled and named Syracuse in 

the mid-1800s. William Crooks as the first settler there. 

Racine was first called Graham Station, and was re-

named in 1852. George Wolfe was the first settler, and the 

first postmaster was appointed in 1818. 

Early residents of Meigs County made a lasting mark, and 

many of their names are still familiar.  In addition to Indus-

trialists Horton and Pomeroy, early settlers and natives 

included Major John B. Downing of Middleport, a noted 

Mississippi river captain and friend of Mark Twain; Jacob 

Elberfeld of Pomeroy whose dry goods and department 

store business survived until about 20 years ago; and 

Journalist Ambrose Bierce, was believed to have died in a 

Mexican uprising. 

Meigs  County’s  First Court 
House located in Chester, 

Ohio. 

Chester Court House 1823 

Tops of buildings in Pomeroy 

1851 Meigs County  Seat  

moved to Pomeroy  

2018 
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Flashes From the Keen Mind of Former Meigs 

Co. Editor 

(This story was written around 1929 

Source: Unknown Meigs County Paper) 

Highly Interesting Letter written for the Stout Reunion by E. S. 

Trussell 

At the recent annual reunion of the Descendants of Benjamin 
Stout, first sheriff of Meigs County, held at the home of New-
ton K. Stout, in Rutland township and attended by about forty 
of the connection, among letters from absent relatives read to 
the assemblage, was the following from E. S. Trussell, who is 
now living at the Maryland hotel, Minneapolis, Minn.  Mr. 
Trussell will be remembered as a former editor and publisher 
of the Meigs County Telegraph, for more than twenty years, 
having succeeded the late O.B. Chapman in the 1880’s and 
‘90’s: 

I suppose I am the oldest living grandchild of Abner and Mary 
(Steadman) Stout. 

My birth occurred on the old Trussell homestead, the south-
eastern quarter section in Chester township, Meigs County, 
Ohio, where my grandfather, Amos Trussell, finally located 
after a somewhat arduous journey, bringing his family from 
New Hampshire about the year 1833.  This was then the “Far 
West.” 

Those were the days of large families.  My father, Jasper S. 
Trussell, was one of eleven children.  My grandfather had been 
twice married before he left his native New England to come 
to Ohio.  The first wife was Mary Whittier.  According to my 
information, there were no children born to this marriage, as 
Mary Whittier died not many months after the marriage. 

Grandfather Trussell later was married to a very dear friend of 
Mary’s, named Laura Jewett, and in the years following, this 
union was blessed with eight sons and three daughters.  Their 
first child, a daughter, was given the name of Mary Whittier, 
and later became Mrs. Lawson of Hebbardsville and Athens.  

The way I happened to become connected with the Stout fam-
ily seems to have been about as follows: 

Abner and Mary Stout, in their hospitable home between the 
middle and western branches of Shade river, were also the 
parents of a family consisting of three daughters and seven 
sons. The younger of the three daughters, Sallie (Sarah  

A.,) after acquiring as much education as the limited opportu-
nities of those times afforded, had an ambition to become a 
school teacher, and secured a school at Bashan, which she 
taught one term.  

During that time, a romance sprang up between her and the 
second of the Trussell boys, resulting in her giving up  

 

                         (continued next column) 

the teacher’s profession to become Mrs. Jasper S. Trussell.  
I was the firstborn. 

A few years after their marriage, my father and family, with 
one of his brothers, took a saw mill over into Jackson coun-
ty, Ohio, and engaged in the lumber business for several 
years.  After the breaking out of the Civil war, our little fam-
ily came back and located at the village of Chester, where 
grandfather Stout could look after my mother and the chil-
dren, my father being employed most of the time away 
from home in the Government service; so that I soon came 
to regard myself as a full-fledged member of the Stout fam-
ily and spent many enjoyable days and nights on the old 
home farm. 

It was always to me a great privilege to be permitted to do 
so.  Many mornings I have heard grandfather, at the foot of 
the stairs, calling the roll of the sleeping boy’s upstairs, and 
repeating each name until he got a definite answer - begin-
ning with Spencer (for Milton the eldest, was married and 
living on an adjoining farm) Spencer, Edwin, Myron, 
George, Elihu, Albanus, and sometimes, there was a hired 
hand or two.   

There was always a heavily loaded breakfast table, well sur-
rounded with vigorous appetites, and the pancakes were 
especially delicious, according to my recollection, and I 
think nobody could cook squirrels quite so good as grand-
mother Stout, and I doubt if any woman in the county had 
to put in more time mending socks than she did.The porch 
of their house extended along the full side and half way 
across the back to the kitchen door.   There was a well of 
fresh water at the corner of this porch, and near the porch, 
was an Early Harvest apple tree, that provided fruit before 
the trees in the big orchard down on the bottom across the 
road, had their apples ripe enough to be good, but that old 
orchard with its great variety of splendid quality apples, 
was in its season, a very attractive place for a boy like me to 
linger. 

Grandfather used to make the nine-mile drive to Pomeroy 

every Saturday in his springless farm wagon, usually with 

one or more members of the family.  He made the trip 

many hundreds of times during his lifetime, and I had the 

pleasure of going with him a few times.  The automobile 

was but an iridescent dream at that time, and the roads 

were frequently most deplorable, but he went on business 

and was not discouraged by any obstacles.  Grandfather 

Stout was president of the Meigs County Agricultural Socie-

ty for twenty consecutive years, and superintended the re-

moval of the fair from Racine to the present grounds at 

Rock Springs. 

 

 (continued  on page 8) 
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My father got the contract for building the ticket office and 

the buildings on the hill at Rock Springs and I spent that sum-

mer boring holes by twisting a two-inch augur to make the 

mortices in the many framing timbers.  “O, my back!” 

I got most of my schooling in the Chester district school 

house and at the old seminary on the hill under J. H. 

Lawhead, afterward superintendent of schools of the state of 

Kansas, but there was one winter, when for some reason, I 

preferred to attend school at the old Stout school house, near 

the Uncle John Stout home, a mile and half from my home at 

Chester.  I think it was because Charlie Wells was the teacher 

there.  (In after years Charlie was superintendent of the Mari-

etta schools for many years.)  Among the pupils attending the 

Stout school that winter, were the two younger of the Stout 

boys (my uncles) Elihu and Albanus, Leslie Lyon, Danny and 

Will Scott, Arthur Hecox, Mary Ellen Branch and her brother, 

John, and I think David L. Geyer. 

Frequently I would find an excuse of some kind for staying 

overnight at grandfather’s house to avoid the walk back to 

Chester.  There was no bridge across the creek at the Scott 

place then.  But a foot log was anchored so that we could 

cross on it easily.  One evening there was a cake of ice lodged 

against the foot log.  I conceived the idea of pushing the ice 

under the log so it could float on down the stream, and 

stepped on it for that purpose, but the ice broke under my 

foot and I went down into the water up to my neck.  Elihu 

Stout, after he quit laughing, pulled me out, and they took 

me over to the house and loaned me some clothes until mine 

could be dried, and of course, I got to stay all night. 

We were living in Chester when Morgan’s raiders came 

through and burned the long-covered bridge and Knight’s 

mill.  But before they arrived grandfather came down with 

the big wagon and took mother and the four of us (children) 

up to the farm, and none of the rebels came there.  

But they broke into our house in the village and made a feast 

of such food as they could find, including a dozen jars of 

blackberries, which I had gathered in the hot sun, and mother 

had canned for the winter.  They also ransacked the house 

but did not find much they cared to carry away.   

 (My wife, who is a Marylander, here interrupted me 

to say: “Don’t call them “rebs,” call them Southerners!”  

(next column)  

 

 I have always venerated these grandparents.  I never 

knew a more high principled, congenial couple than grandfa-

ther and grandmother Stout, and they loved their grandchil-

dren as much as their own children.  The late Robert Simpson 

of Harrisonville once said to my Stout relatives, and I hope 

sometime to be able to attend one of me: “I knew Abner 

Stout in his early years.  He was a man when he was a boy.” 

 The descendants of this couple have every reason to 

be proud of their ancestry, for every act of theirs was an in-

spiration to right living, good citizenship and honorable ambi-

tion.  While most of my life has been passed away far from 

the old home, it has been a pleasure and comfort to look back 

upon the brief association I had with their reunions. 

ELMER SEYMOUR TRUSSELL. 

P.S.  I received my name, I understand, from my mother’s 
older sister, Mrs. Priscilla (Stout)Hecox. 

 

_________________________________ 

“NOTICE TO ALL” 

Starting now our website 

“chestercourthouse.com” will have an 

Online Store.  All transactions will be 

made through “PayPal”.  You will be able 

to purchase items that we have for sale 

here at the Court House, pay your dues, 

register to be a member, and send dona-

tions all with your computer or handheld 

device.  All items that are available at the 

Court House are listed on the Online 

Store. 

_________________________ 

New Chester  

Cookbooks  

For Sale 

$20.00  
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Send News Letter stories and information to:   

You may contact the Courthouse with  your stories or other items of interest to be included in the newsletters.  Send to one of the 

mailing addresses or email addresses below.   

Judy Buckley     Dave Schatz 

Chester Academy      51984 Rye Road 

46454 SR 248  P. O. Box 44   Reedsville, OH 45772 

Chester, OH 45720    740-667-9712 

740-985-9822     dschatz1939@yahoo.com 

chestercourthouse@windstream.net 

For Genealogy Articles: 

Kaye Fick 

38092 Green-Up Lane 

Long Bottom, OH 45743 

740-985-4115 

kayefick@windstream.net 
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Chester Shade Historical Association 
                                   
  

 Adult Membership $10/year                  Student Membership $1/year 

Donations 

                      Please send your check to: 

                    Chester Shade Historical Association 

                    P.O. Box 44 

                    Chester, Ohio  45720 

 

In 1995-96 Members of the Daughters of American Revolution and 

a small group of local people came together to save the county’s 

earliest history,  Meigs County’s first Courthouse.    

The Chester Shade Historical Association trustees  and volunteers 

have  worked very hard  to  preserve  the Chester Courthouse, built  

in 1823 and the Academy built in 1840. Both buildings are in use 

and open to the public.   We  have worked 20 years to save what 

was preserved and make these beautiful buildings useable.  Contin-

ued help is needed to maintain  the buildings and keep them open 

to the public.  

You  can help  by becoming members of CSHA and through dona-

tions. 

Or go to our Website:  Chestercourthouse.com  

and use our Online Store to pay or make a  

donation. 
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2018 CSHA Membership 

Membership dues start on January 1 of each year and expire on December 31 of each year. 

$10.00 Individual Adult, $20.00 Parents & Immediate Student Children, $1.00 Students,  

$100 Lifetime Membership 

PLEASE PRINT 

Name: ________________________________________________________ 

Spouse Name:  _________________________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State:  ________ Zip:  _________ 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________ 

(if email has changed, we are asking you to verify your email address) 

Student Name (s): _______________________________________________ 

Number of Persons:  Family ______, Individual _______, Student ________, Amt. Pd. ______ 

Years Paid _____________ Date Paid ____________ Donation _________   Amt. Pd.  ______ 

(Please mark one of the following and a member of the CSHA will contact you) 

__ I would like to volunteer at the Courthouse/Academy 

__ I have a family history or other items to donate to CSHA 

__ I have stories to tell 

                                            Thank you, we appreciate your support!!!!!!!!! 

   

 

Yes, I would like to volunteer! 

  

Name ____________________________________      I can volunteer:  One day a week ______________ 

Phone ____________________________________     One day a month _____________ 

E-Mail ___________________________________     Occasionally ________________ 

           As needed __________________ 

  

Preferred day:  Monday __________Wednesday ___________  Thursday ____________  Saturday _____________ 

 

We are open 6 hours a day M, W, TH, S  from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Your Dues Count 

The money that you pay for dues goes to promote our organization. 

It helps us pay our utility bills, upkeep expenses, making it possi-

ble to keep the buildings open to the public, as well as historical 

programs for youth and adults. Please check out our membership 

page and sign up today. Memberships begin in January and end 

on December 31.   


